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Purpose 
The purpose for creating this list is two-fold.  MDE was required to identify the persistently 
lowest-achieving schools for a federal grant application (school improvement grants, or 
SIG), which netted the state $115,000 million to support the lowest-achieving schools to 
enact dramatic reforms to turn persistently lowest achieving schools around.  As a part of 
this identification, all schools in the state were ranked on their performance and 
improvement over time in reading and mathematics. 
 
Formula 
Because Michigan assesses reading and mathematics every year in grades 3-8 and in high 
school, MDE has data on the percent of students who are proficient and the percent who are 
improving in each school. 
 
The formula uses the following measures in both reading and mathematics: 

• a two-year average of the percent proficient (for all grades); 
• a two-year average of the percent of students improving minus percent of students 

declining from one grade to the next (for grades 3-8) 
• a four-year improvement rate (for high school—because we do not have adjacent 

grade testing in high schools) 
 
The formula also compares each of those measures to the state averages to identify how 
the schools are doing on both achievement and improvement over time in comparison with 
the rest of the state. 
 
Those measures are all combined to create an overall statewide percentile ranking for each 
school the takes into account both achievement levels and improvement rates in both 
reading and mathematics.  Achievement levels are weighted twice as much as improvement 
rates for two reasons: achievement levels are more reliable than improvement rates, and it 
was important that very low achieving schools be able to come off the list of persistently 
lowest achieving schools only if they had very high improvement rates. 
 
Result 
Top to Bottom Ranking and Persistently Lowest-Achieving Ranking is posted on the MDE 
website at:  
 
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Top_to_Bottom_and_PLA_lists_330492_7.xls 
 
Detailed information about individual school percentile rankings can be examined for each 
school in a “look-up” tool posted on the MDE website at: 
 
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Individual_School_Lookup_330494_7.xls   
 
Statewide percentile rankings for each school in a specific district can also be examined 
using a “look-up” tool posted on the MDE website at: 
 
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/District_Lookup_330493_7.xls  
 
Connection to the Michigan School Accreditation & Accountability System (MI-
SAAS) 
 
Based on recent approval by the Michigan State Board of Education, this ranking 
methodology will be expanded to include all tested subject areas (reading, mathematics, 
writing, science, and social studies) and used as one part of the state’s accreditation system 
(MI-SAAS). 
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